6th Asia Pacific RCE Meeting, 20-21 October 2013 at Kitakyushu, Japan
Dear Friends,

Greetings on behalf of RCE fraternity and welcome to the 6th Asia Pacific RCE Conference, 20-21 October 2013 at Kitakyushu, Japan!
The recent (only during past one week) disasters in Philippines, Japan and India establish that Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) is need of the hour. Considering the loss of human lives and property during recent past and the challenges humanity is faced with as disasters are going to become more frequent and more potent in the years to come, DRR warrants urgent and immediate attention. We are happy that DRR has been included as a thematic group in RCE Meetings and Conferences. During the 5th AP RCE meeting held in Balikpapan, Indonesia an international conference “Disaster Risk reduction and Climate Change Adaptation in the Perspective of Education for Sustainable Development” was organised clubbed with RCE AP Meet. 

As Coordinator of the DRR group, I have tried to put up the following contents that will help us prepare ourselves for the meeting and the group discussion in Kitakyushu. I have tried to articulate a lead paper stating how we look at the DRR thematic group, items to be discussed, future plan and strategy. Most of the contents has been collected from the previous material prepared by us and that emerged from the discussion during our various meetings. 
I thank you those of you who have chosen “Disaster Risk Reduction” thematic group and welcome more and more members to join this most important and vital discipline. There may be some repetitions, please ignore them.
Warm regards,

Abdhesh Gangwar
Disaster Risk Reduction

A Position Paper
1. Introduction

If we work out the occurrence of disasters and loss due to them between any two consecutive RCE meetings we will find that it is huge. Disasters during recent past have posed serious threat to mankind. With increasing population and subsequently humanity’s increasing ecological footprint, environmental degradation, global warming, climate change and the unending list of problems disasters are going to increase both in frequency and magnitude. ‘Disaster Risk Reduction’ (DRR) is a felt need warranting urgent and immediate attention. The RCE Network is an excellent platform to share DRR related concerns, knowledge, and experience to learn from each other. The RCE Conferences, Global as well as Regional, provide excellent opportunity to discuss the issue of DRR. It is a timely and wise step that DRR is now being included in RCE meetings and conferences. 
Through the Hyogo Framework for Action (2005-2015) an outcome of the World Disaster Reduction Conference held in Kobe, Japan in 2005 is the first structured document that explains, describes and details out the work required from different sectors and actors to reduce disaster losses. The HFA suggests five specific priorities for action:

1. Making disaster risk reduction a priority;

2. Improving risk information and early warning;

3. Building a culture of safety and resilience;

4. Reducing the risks in key sectors;

5. Strengthening preparedness for response.

2. Needs and Challenges

Based on the other Regional and International conferences on DRR some of the needs and challenges identified for the RCE communities are:

a) ESD strategy and tools to address disaster risk reduction through curriculum on all levels and in all modalities of education. 
b) A Regional Thematic Platform for Risk Reduction in the Education Sector. 
c) To influence education policies for reducing risk conditions and improving capacities to handle emergency and disaster situation. 
d) Review of progress on the implementation of Hyogo Framework for Action at local and regional levels
e) Strengthening community based disaster management systems and risk mapping for vulnerability assessment
f) Setting up early warning mechanisms
g) Identifying underlying Principles and values for DRR and building meaningful cooperation and networks to enhance resilience 
h) Promoting insurance as community resilience tool 

3. Strategies

a) Strengthening Education system – both formal and non-formal to address to the DRR needs

b) Assessing DRR and preparedness status at local and regional level and to influence the governments for time bound action to fill in the gaps 

c) Preference for preparedness over disaster response

d) Making DRR cross cutting in all thematic areas 
4. Actions

a) Review, revise and support the Framework Concerning Youth and Sustainable Development (ref. paper of Jon Yee, Youth Coordinator for RCE Saskatchewan).

b) Increase opportunities to expand their skills and abilities through activities such as Environmental education, spending time with elders, living without TV games, think deeply about their lives with their friends and family members.)

5. Follow-up Actions 
 (a) Key issues/challenges facing RCEs currently in the aspect of ‘Youth’:  Instilling result-based management of tangible key performance indicators that can be verified, quantified and is financially sustainable

(b) Three things:  (i) Youth engagement; (ii) Finance; and (iii) International recognition and endorsement

Salient points that emerged from the discussion in Tongyeong at 7th RCE Global Meeting 2012
Capacity building
1. Preparing an atlas of multi hazard risk mapping. Hazards maps for different levels of hazards
2. RCEs to take up action projects on vulnerability reduction like preparing local volunteers with appropriate training and capacity building programmes
3. Community capacity, knowledge and response systems to be increased. Simultaneously traditional knowledge of community to be tapped into
4. Psycho social care to be addressed
Forging Local, Regional and International cooperation
1. RCEs can take up community level work 
2. RCEs can play a proactive role in mobilizing political will and support for community related initiatives 
3. Cross continental RCE  documentation of success stories (Bangladesh, San Francisco, Philippines, Tsunami from Japan)
4. Mainstreaming DRR and linking relief and rehabilitation with development
5. Integration of government, civil society, NGOs, corporate etc.
6. Adding another dimension – man made/induced disasters for eg. armed conflict/hazards to be defined in terms of climate change induced and others
7. Community assets and systems to be created and maintained
5. Identify public administrative set up and taking it into the community/is the community aware of the existing government plans
6. Research on DRR by higher education institutes, universities etc./ Disaster Management Cell to be set up similar to the one set up by IUBAT (Bangladesh)
Specific priorities

· Making disaster risk reduction a priority

· Improving risk information and early warning

· Building a culture of safety and resilience

· Reducing the risks in key sectors

· Strengthening preparedness for response

