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Adults Experiencing Homelessness
in the US-Mexico Border Region:
A Photovoice Project

Eva Margarita Moya'", Sivia M. Chavez-Baray'®, Jacqueiine Loweree'",
Brian Mattera” and Nahomi Martinez'
1 Soced Work. Culege of Hoolth Sconces. Livvens, of Tvas 3¢ 41 Poso, 5 Puso, TX

pwersty, Prdecpsine, PR, LSA

a8s 1 4 gocal, economic, and political-cnsis inthe United States. In particula
o Bordee ragion has seen a surge of homealess {A‘:Cil(:mv among
woman victims of infimate pariner viclence. and Immigre In 2014, 12
s usod thir photovoict mgth-
o Residents of the
y and Chralenges
from the

‘e
S

s
ans In B Paso, TX, with expenence of baing homelas!
adoiogy 10 participate in @ propct titledd, “The Volces and Images of th
Opportunity Ganter for the Homeless: A Visual Project on the Identit
Homeless Adults Face on the Border Region.” The project was jod by faculty
Deapariment of Social Work and faciitated by graduate students fom the Departments
of Social Work, Sociclogy, and Anthropoiogy. at the University ‘of Texas pi E Paso In
partnership with the Oppoduniy Ganter for the
zation, & galiery of photographs with respective Naratives Wis produced #0ng with-a
video docymentary. The participants identified tour thames: broken gystems, invisiility,
opportunities and what works, and growth and determmation, These thameas represent
participants’ kfe oxperiences with homesessness and thewr aspirations. In addition to
the photo galiety, participants suppoHed the davelcpment of a Cal to Action asking
the community, policy, and decision makers 10 commit o changing the current sotial,
ecandimiic; and pottical conditions aftecting Individuals experiencing homelassness. The
galiecy, Call to Action, anct overall pardicipant experlences with phiotovoice Wwere shared
during local, regional, and nations! conferences and evenis, including three State of the
Homelsss Conferanices ad by the Opportunity Center for the Homaiess in partnershin
with the university.

Homeless, 8 community-based orgam-

Heywords P US-Maxica Border, healtn, advococy

INTRODUCTION

Maury take the concept of "home” for granted. Even those of us who are unsatisfied wi
:)Kc“nﬁ or hanises, and who dream of living elsewhere, usually have a place to sleep at :i‘;thslc::d‘rp.:e
pa c;::: own, I;l‘wm for an alarming number of people ranging from infants to cldesly, “home"
o ve—and perseivably unachievable—~dream. These are the populations we tefer |lo thi
ey Hmp'mom experiencing homelessness. Overwhelmingly, people do not choose hc‘: .
P mnmmouoﬁmoccunuumlwfpuwmlchﬂmpmd&od g
uman protections. [t fs n international phenomenan with complex Mt::h“ e
causal anisms and
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