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The School Empowerment and Nutritional Supplementation through Agriculture (SENSA) project initiated
and funded by the Association of Female Appointees and Wives of Niger State Officials (AFAWNSO), that
seeks to contribute towards addressing the challenge of quality nutrition and relevant education by reviving
the school-gardening culture through sustainable horticulture of vegetables and fruit trees, and various lifeskills training has within its very short life span, attracted both national and global recognition. Few of these
recognitions and awards are:
i.
ii.
iii.

The appointment of AFAWNSO as the Co-Chair of the National Planning Committee of Nigerian
Environmental Society (NES) 29th Conference/AGM in Minna in 2018.
The award of Green Label to the wife of the Governor due to her initiation and funding of SENSA
project (November, 2018).
The Regional Center of Expertise (RCE) Outstanding Flagship Project award by the Regional Center
of Expertise Global office, United Nations University Institute for the Advance Study of
Sustainability (UNU-IAS) Tokyo, Japan ( December, 2018).

Therefore, as part of the strategy to consolidate and sustained the SENSA project objectives across the 15
selected boarding schools across the 3 geopolitical zones, the Regional Centre of Expertise (RCE) Minna
recommended a Consolidation Workshop with all the 15 SENSA schools. The workshop provided avenue
for the funder and participating schools to review the project performance and also to motivate the schools
through presentation of awards to the first 3 best performing schools and issued certificates of
participation to the 15 schools. This workshop and award presentation, we believe, will entrench the
concept of providing sustainable nutrition for School Students and enhance their learning environment.
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The programme was the largest gathering of secondary school students in Niger State with over 1000
participants from across the state. The first position got around $280 (N100,000), the first runner up had
about $200 (N70,000) and the second runner up got about $140 (N50,000) respectively.
In her remarks, the special guest of honour, Her Excellency the wife of the Executive Governor of Niger
State and Chairperson AFAWNSO Dr. Amina Abubakar Sani Bello appreciated RCE Minna for their
commitment, dedication and accountability in implementing the SENSA project of behalf of their
association. She further reiterated the need for the schools to take ownership of the project. Earlier, the
coordinator of RCE Minna Dr. Abdul Husaini gave an overview on the activities of RCE Minna and the Global
RCE movement and further shade more light on the SENSA project. There were several goodwill messages
and remarks from Mallam Nuruddeen Lemu of RCE Minna, Professor Abdullahi Bala the Vice Chancellor of
Federal University of Technology, Minna, Professor Muhammad Nasir Maiturare the Vice Chancellor
Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida University Lapai, Dr. Moayad Alrachid founder Royal Institute for Training and
Human Capital Development KM6 , Abuja-Zuba.
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There was drama performance by students of Bosso Secondary School, Minna that gave an insight about
the whole SENSA project and how the idea was conceived by the AFAWNSO. There was also cultural dance
by the students’.
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