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THE NILE BASIN DISCOURSE

Monthly user generated contents submission template

Country: Kenya 

Name of the National Technical Support Expert: Tom Barasa Wafula

Date of submission: 15-09-22

SUMMARY TABLE OF THE USER GENERATED CONTENTS (UGCS):

	User Generated Content type (describe the type of the UGCs)
	Brief description of the content
	Name and contact address of the entity that generated the content

	Report on the World Environment Day celebrations hosted by KNDF member CSOs and coordinated by the RCE – North Rift, on 04-06-22. The event focused on addressing drought mitigation and adaptation through appropriate climate action.

e.g. Short article (3-4 pages), short story (2-3 pages), short video, or any other on issues related to one of the following: (i) Flood and drought risks and mitigation; (ii) Gender; or (iii) Benefits of cooperation in the Nile Basin.
	The theme of the celebration was “Only One Earth”. The report details the activities of the celebration, the environmental challenges in the North Rift as well as recommendations proposed to address the drought and other related climate issues.
The e.g. title of the content; its main focus, conclusions, home take messages, etc. 
	Regional Centre of Expertise (RCE) North Rift; C/o University of Eldoret; P.O Box 1125 – 30100, Eldoret.

If the content is generated by the NDF itself, write the NDF, if the content was generated by member CSO, or partner organization, please write the name and contact address of the member CSO or partner organization.


THE MINA BODY OF THE UGCS: 3-4 pages.

 Introduction (brief)
This is a report on the World Environment Day (WED) celebrated by the Regional Centre of Expertise (RCE) – North Rift, on 4th June, 2022. The RCE North Rift is a network of civil society organizations (CSOs), government agencies and private sector to address common environmental challenges, using Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) as a strategy. A number of member CSOs in the RCE are also members of KNDF. The RCE covers a vast area of 6 counties, all of which fall within the Nile basin: Baringo, Nandi, Trans Nzoia, West Pokot, Uasin Gishu and Elgeyo Marakwet. The RCE activities are coordinated by the University of Eldoret and National Environment Management Authority (NEMA).

 Discuss the main issue of the content 
Over the last decade, Cherangani Hills Forest in Trans Nzoia County, Kaptagat and Embobut forests in Elgeyo Marakwet and Uasin Gishu counties have continued to shrink, due to factors such as encroachment for agriculture and settlement, illegal logging, wild fires, and effect of alien invasive species. All these factors have further been exuberated by climate change. 

The result of this has been:

Diminishing of trees in quantity and variability (biodiversity) in Cheranganyi Hills forest and Kaptagat forest

Distorted weather patterns in the region – with delayed rains, long and more frequent droughts, leading to low agricultural productivity due to failed crops and loss of livestock. The pastoralist communities in Elgeyo Marakwet and Pokot counties have particularly suffered in this regard, since livestock rearing is their main livelihood activity and is drastically affected by prolonged droughts (reduced pasture and fodder)

Water scarcity due to drying up of streams and springs, which are major sources of portable water for the communities in the region – both for domestic as well as agricultural purposes.

Flash floods have also been a frequent phenomenon, especially in Eldoret town, where property worth millions of shillings has been destroyed
(this may include: the problem, people or areas affected and/or benefitted, duration/time of the problem, extent/magnitude of the problem, causes of the problem, etc.)
Solutions/recommendations given to the problem 
The World Environment Day celebration was used to raise awareness on the need to take climate action by all stakeholders to mitigate against effects of climate change such as droughts and (flash) floods. The keynote speakers reiterated a number of climate actions that have been undertaken, and proposed others both in the short-term and long-term. These included:

Establishment of Tree Nurseries

This is being done in schools and by local youth and women groups to supply seedlings for planting in the forests and community land. This will lower the cost of planning trees, and will also be a source of income to school environmental clubs. Groups that are already active in this include Chiptunes Women Group which runs the Jogoo Tree Nursery.

Tree Planting

Massive tree growing in state forests, farm-lands and community land. Caution was however given to ensure site-species matching – planting the right tree at the right place and in the right way. This increased survival rates of panted trees and came with multiple ecological benefits. The Eldoret Water and Sanitation (ELDOWAS) company is leading and supporting local schools and communities to plant trees with an ambitious target of 1 million trees planted. Prior to the WED celebrations 20,000 trees had already been planted in various locations within Uasin Gishu county. 

Riparian Protection

This involves planting of trees along river banks and avoiding cultivation close to the water sources, as this encouraged loss of soil through erosion, especially in case of flash-floods. River Sosian was the main target as it traversed Usain Gishu, Trans Nzioa and Elgeyo Marakwet counties, and was a major source of water to the local communities as well as industries in the region. Bamboo is the main species being promoted along the river. 

Conservation of Chebara Dam

Chebara dam in Uasin Gishu county is fed by Moiben River that rises from Embobut Forest within the Cherangani Reserve. It is the main source of water for residents of Eldoret town, but is under threat from siltation and deforestation, which has led to the water company closing one of the treatment plants due to low water levels. Local community members were sensitized on the need to conserve it by planting trees and controlling erosion on their farms. Proper waste management was also encouraged (especially plastic waste), as it contributed to reducing pollution levels in the dam. Local athletes with international status have been instrumental in using marathons to raise funds for conservation of the dam. 

(what are the solutions/recommendations given? who will benefit from the solutions/recommendations? How will they benefit from the solutions/recommendations given? What will NBD network benefit from the solutions/recommendations given? Etc.)
Lessons learnt (any message/advice for future planning/action on the issue discussed above)
The following key lessons were learnt: 

Site-species matching is an important aspect of tree planting, as it helps avoid introduction of alien invasive species that interfere with local biodiversity

A shift from “tree planting” to “tree growing” is critical in maximizing benefits from afforestation efforts. Tree growing includes after-care activities on planted trees (such as weeding and protection from livestock damage) to ensure high survival rates.

Partnerships, cooperation and collaboration in conservation bring synergy and provide opportunities for learning and exchange of knowledge, skills and experiences.  

 Any other relevant information
Participants of the WED celebration included local schools, institutions of Higher learning, namely University of Eldoret and Eldoret Polytechnic), Kenya forest Service, National Environment Management Authority, Equity bank and Eldoret Water and Sanitation company. KNDF member civil society organizations included North Rift Herbalist Association, Cheptongei Women Group, 

Note: The user generated contents should be supported by relevant photos which clearly explain the description above.

name of CSOs that attended include
The X Generation youth group
Art youth research center
GreenEarth ambassadors
Beyond the trail organization
AIC Cheptebo tree nursery
International cranes foundation
African centre for nonviolence
Sagamian environmental conservation group
World Vision, we had also Kenya red Cross society, AIC Cheptebo
Pictorial Section
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Tree Nurseries established – including bamboo for riparian protection
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Guest Planting Trees during WED celebrations
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Massive Tree Planting
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Chebara Dam Conservation using Marathon                                     Public Awareness Campaigns 
