WHAT IS AN RCE?

THE GLOBAL RCE NETWORK AND ESD POLICY
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“Education must do more
than produce individuals
who can read, write and
count. It must nurture
global citizens who can
rise to the challenges of
the 21st century.”

“Since the beginning of
the Decade, a number
of initiatives have
boosted ESD at the local
level. Among the most
notable is the Regional
Centres of Expertise
(RCEs) programme
of the United Nations
University (IAS),
which has grown from
zero participating
local networks at the
beginning of 2005
to 154 by January
2017 (United Nations
University, 2017).
The global RCE network
has mobilized multiple
stakeholders including
universities, other
education institutions,
local authorities, NGOs
and various other
players at the local level
during the Decade that
were able to implement
a variety of noteworthy
sustainable solutions.”

– Ban Ki-moon, 2015

– UNESCO, 2018
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ESD HAS BEEN FOUND TO BE THE CORE TO SOCIETAL CHANGE, THROUGH RAISING

For more information about RCEs and how to become a member, please contact:
Global RCE Service Centre
Education for Sustainable Development Project, UNU-IAS
rceservicecentre@unu.edu
http://www.rcenetwork.org/portal/
As of December 2018
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– UNESCO DESD Final Report (2014)

“During the Decade, RCEs have provided
research on sustainable development themes,
capacity-building to educators and others,
as well as strategic support to the process
of reorienting education systems, through
communications, fundraising and engagement
with policy-makers.”

WHAT MAKES
RCEs
IN ACTION RCEs UNIQUE?
There are over 160 Regional Centres of
Expertise on Education for Sustainable
Development (RCEs) acknowledged worldwide.

RCEs think globally
but act locally.

Each RCE empowers people within its community to lead better, more
sustainable lives by providing them with the information, education and tools
they need to create positive social and environmental change.

The RCE network brings
together educators from
different sectors and
disciplines who might not
usually work together. As
such, they are uniquely
placed to help create
solutions to sustainability
challenges though dialogue,
education and learning.

By creating diverse partnerships among educators, researchers, policy-makers,
scientists, youth, leaders within indigenous communities and throughout the
public, as well as the private and NGO sectors, RCEs are able to provide a
framework for strategic thinking and action on sustainability, thereby creating
tangible improvements in their communities. Indeed partnerships are at the
heart of each individual RCE and of the global RCE network.

Through these efforts, RCEs
help prepare local leaders
of tomorrow with the tools
and information they need to
make smart and sustainable
choices for the future.
RCE efforts encourage
innovation and new
approaches to sustainable
development. They translate

existing knowledge into
concrete actions and
empower individuals to
make sustainable choices
for themselves and their
communities.
The success each RCE
achieves on the local level
is brought to scale through
the global RCE network.

Local knowledge, expertise
and best practices are
shared globally and applied
successfully in other regions.
RCEs also play a central
role in the transfer of global
technologies, knowledge, and
experiences at the local level
through their programmes
and activities.

