Call for Submissions

First RCE Award for Excellence in Education for Sustainable Development Initiative

For a better tomorrow: starting today 

What is an RCE?

A Regional Centre of Expertise (RCE) is a network which is delivering education for sustainable development on a local basis through formal, non-formal and informal education organizations. RCEs are working on achieving the goals of the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development while they are transferring global ideas into their local communities. They build up a joint of local supporters for ESD and help bringing forward partnership. The RCE goals are re-orienting education towards sustainable development with addressing already existing programs and redesigning it to integrate a curriculum which focuses on SD on a local/regional basis. Moreover, it attempts to increase access to quality education. An RCE also provides programs to train trainers for developing methodologies and learning materials. Lastly, RCEs lead advocacy and raise awareness concerning the importance of education and the role of education for sustainable development to achieve the goal of a sustainable future.

Call for applications for the First RCE Award for Good practices 2012
The global RCE Secretariat of the United Nations University Institute of Advanced Studies as founder of the RCE-initiative and the RCE network are seeking applications for the first RCE Award for good ESD practicies which will be conferred during the 2012 RCE Global Conference to be held in Tongyoeng. The Award will honor projects, initiatives and activities which succeed in bringing global topics of sustainable development and ESD into regions and making them concrete (regionalization and SD), and thereby making ESD a personal matter for teachers, educators and politicians and the public in general (networks and awareness).

The nominated projects and activities should show that the actors were able to make ESD a matter of the heart and they thereby unleashed sustainability changes in the region. 

Goals of the RCE Award

The main purpose of the RCE-award is to honor positive impacts towards sustainability through innovative learning processes and influence policy and practice good practicies of the RCEs and to facilitate learning from their experiences. 

The award will honor influencieal projects, activities and initiatives of RCE and organization alike, which understand themselves as a change agent. Therefore, applicants are invited to apply with their research and practice projects as well as governance and coordinating activities which meet the following six categories (more comprehencive description of the categories is presented in the section Criteria for Assessment):

Category 1: Contribution to development of innovative educational processes for sustainable development 

Category 2: Building enabling conditions

Category 3: Bridging local and global - linking local and global thinking

Category 4: Upscaling ESD and SD - going beyond projects and individual practices

Category 5: Assessment of impacts of collaborative ESD projects and  collective learning processes

Category 6:  Application of  innovative networked governance strategies for multi-stakeholder learning and policy-making

Who can participate?

All RCEs and organizations, institutions and groups which are related to the work of RCEs can send nominations for the award. The main characteristics of the work should be to implement ESD through regional networking und through the cooperation of formal, informal, and non-formal educational providers. 
Process
The Award will be given annually following an assessment process conducted by the invited technical experts, including those from the RCE community. The first selection process will be conducted during the International RCE Conference in Tongyong. The timeline for the nomination and selection processes are as below.

Award announcement and call for submissions – 15 July

Submission of the cases – 30 August

Initial screening completed (checking adherence to the main criteria) – 5 September

Review process and preparation of the assessment - 15 September

Presentation of the cases in Tongyong – 17-21 September

Announcement and celebration of the Award Winners – during the RCE International Conference and, following the Conference, on the UNU website, in the bulletin and other agreed outlets.

Nomination

The cases are to be prepared according to the criteria listed in Appendix A. Where possible, the RCEs are encouraged to complement their written submission with short (up to 5 min) audio visual or other supporting materials that may highlight practical experiences from the field.

The cases are to be presented by the RCEs attending the conference; in case authors are not attending the conference it will be introduced by the sessions’ facilitators. Four parallel sessions will be dedicated to the case presentations and discussions

Format for Submission of Nominations
1. Short description of the action/programme/initiative/network (300 words)

2. Description of the context in which the projects/programmes were undertaken

3. Main partners and their role

4. Contribution of your project (300 words)
What according to you is the most innovative aspect in your case study? (learning, technology, knowledge etc.)
In which area your project contributed the most (entrepreneurship, locall/regional community empowerment, sustainable lifestyle, development of sustainable livelihoods, development of green/sustainable skills, better integration of production and consumption, development of alternative market option, better value education, other)? Please explain how, if nessesary, with examples.
What is the unique long term sustainability element (s) in your case?
5. Critical factors of project development
What according to you are the critical factors that made your project successful?
What according to you is a critical governance element that made your project successful?
Are there any ethical, sociocultural, political or economic dilemmas and how have it been addressed?
What are the major institutional barriers that you have had to face and how they were overcome?

6. Upscaling of project results
What are the major actions that would enable similar activities to grow in scope, scale or impact? Please elaborate.
Criteria for Assessment



Category 1 

Education and learning - Contribution into development of innovative educational processes for sustainable development 

This category of the RCE practices recognizes creative programmes and projects that focus on the multistakeholder cross-sectoral learning, mobilization of local expertise and knowledges in finding solutions to local sustainability challenge and development of competencies of local partners in addressing these challenges. 

The multistakeholder projects would need to deal with application of ESD principles, such as learning in the face of complexity, consideration of multiple perspectives, long-term perspective, transdisciplinarity, in developing practices in the areas of climate change, SCP, health, livelihood, etc. The projects could also deal with development of competencies and capabilities of the local partners, e.g. teachers, NGOs, representatives of local communities, higher education institutions, governments, businesses, etc. in addressing sustainability.

Category 2  

Building enabling conditions

The category deals with the development of enabling conditions, including development of networks, policies, platforms, for multistakeholder learning within RCEs. 

Being a network that brings together partners that often do not work (or do not work regularly) with each other, RCEs face a serious challenge in testing and careful nurturing new models of collaboration  fitting for more sustainable development in their regions. If successful, coordination and governance models are enabling transdisciplinary transformative learning and collaboration, facilitating tests of development solutions at the local level and(, when engaged with other RCEs,) global levels.

Category 3 

Bridging local and global - linking local and global thinking

The category deals with bridging the local practices and experiences with the global ESD framework or perspective as well as multilateral policy process. This involves contextualized local action in the light of a sensitive, globally oriented thinking as well as translation of global vision and policy processes into local contexts. 

Being a global learning space RCEs and their partners have the opportunity to link their innovative approaches with the global community while also receiving the benefits of a peer review. Presentations should focus on how the global and local linkages are established, developing appropriate innovative approaches/methodologies (including policy processes) for building these linkages. It has to present regional or international cooperation within the RCE network as well as in other bilateral or multilateral processes

Category 4 

Upscaling ESD and SD - going beyond projects and individual practices

This category relates to upscaling ESD and SD practices moving from single short-term projects to larger in scale and/or longer-term programmes. 

Presentations need to highlight how local action has scalability, methods used to measure scalability, and for implementation. It presents needs, innovative approaches (modules, pedagogies), governance as well as resource framework for upscaling and mainstreaming ESD and SD initiatives.

Category 5 

Assessment - Measuring impacts of collaborative ESD projects and assessment of collective learning processes

This category of RCE practice reports on assessment of collaborative projects. It will consider the use of innovative evaluation methodologies in determining the quality of collective learning processes taking place in an RCE or network (project, etc.) in which an RCE is involved.   

Emphasis will be on how lessons from assessment processes are used to improve planning for new collaborative projects. Special emphasis will be placed on the use of locally derive, relevant and agreed SD indicators for assessment of ESD learning outcomes.  It would be required to demonstrate assumptions behind methodologies of the assessment/s and its outcomes. 

Category 6

 Networking - Developing innovative networked governance strategies for multi-stakeholder learning and policy-making

This category of RCE practice focuses on the emergence of reflexive, open-ended, communicative and interactive forms of steering and coordination in RCEs to achieve multi-stakeholder learning and policy-making.  

Aspects of governance that demonstrate how views from different stakeholders have been incorporated into projects of running of an RCE should be illuminated. The presentation would need to identify the different governance strategies that the RCE has used to enhance decentralized and collective decision making. It would also need to specify how the governance structure has made it easy to draw upon distinct capacities, expertise and resources within the RCE network for multi-stakeholder learning and policy development.  The submissions are also expected to demonstrate how the governance challenges have been addressed and changed into constructive and collaborative relationships.

�Perhaps we can consider using some of the texts here to describe the 6 categories and remove this matrix.





