First RCE Award for Excellence in Education for Sustainable Development Initiative
For a better tomorrow: starting today 

For Internal Use

Process 

· Agreement on the membership of the screening and assessment team – 10 August
· Evaluation of application and short listing of 4-5 candidates based on outlined criteria

· Panel discussion to select final awardees

· Award celebration

Evaluating panel

The evaluating panel will consist of the representatives of the UBUNTU committee of Peers, members of the RCE and outside experts with proven knowledge of the ESD and SD issues. For the yes 2012 the following experts are suggested to be approached:

· Geoff Scott (RCE Western Sydney)

· HeilaLotz and or Rob O’Donahue (RCE Makana)

· Expert from University of Lunneburg (name TBC to be confirmed)

· Somebody else from the Asia Pacific

· RCE Saskatchewan North- or South America

Assessment will take place in two stages with the first stage –screening – being conducted on the bases of the criteria listed under each of the six categories. At the second stage the nominated reviewers will appraise the ESD and SD contributions of the RCEs keeping in mind the context where learning took place. The evaluation will have qualitative character avoiding scoring process. At the result of evaluation, the reviewers will articulate the contribution of the RCE in the ESD and SD practices and will recommend the type of actions that would facilitate further international learning from the practise (e.g book, policy report, etc.).

Criteria for Assessment

Category 1 

Education and learning - Contribution into development of innovative educational processes for sustainable development 

This category of the RCE practices recognizes creative programmes and projects that focus on the multistakeholder cross-sectoral learning, mobilization of local expertise and knowledges in finding solutions to local sustainability challenge and development of competencies of local partners in addressing these challenges. 

The multistakeholder projects would need to deal with application of ESD principles, such as learning in the face of complexity, consideration of multiple perspectives, long-term perspective, transdisciplinarity, in developing practices in the areas of climate change, SCP, health, livelihood, etc. The projects could also deal with development of competencies and capabilities of the local partners, e.g. teachers, NGOs, representatives of local communities, higher education institutions, governments, businesses, etc. in addressing sustainability.

Category 2  

Building enabling conditions

The category deals with the development of enabling conditions, including development of networks, policies, platforms, for multistakeholder learning within RCEs. 

Being a network that brings together partners that often do not work (or do not work regularly) with each other, RCEs face a serious challenge in testing and careful nurturing new models of collaboration  fitting for more sustainable development in their regions. If successful, coordination and governance models are enabling transdisciplinary transformative learning and collaboration, facilitating tests of development solutions at the local level and(, when engaged with other RCEs,) global levels.

Category 3 

Bridging local and global - linking local and global thinking

The category deals with bridging the local practices and experiences with the global ESD framework or perspective as well as multilateral policy process. This involves contextualized local action in the light of a sensitive, globally oriented thinking as well as translation of global vision and policy processes into local contexts. 

Being a global learning space RCEs and their partners have the opportunity to link their innovative approaches with the global community while also receiving the benefits of a peer review. Presentations should focus on how the global and local linkages are established, developing appropriate innovative approaches/methodologies (including policy processes) for building these linkages. It has to present regional or international cooperation within the RCE network as well as in other bilateral or multilateral processes

Category 4 

Upscaling ESD and SD - going beyond projects and individual practices

This category relates to upscaling ESD and SD practices moving from single short-term projects to larger in scale and/or longer-term programmes. 

Presentations need to highlight how local action has scalability, methods used to measure scalability, and for implementation. It presents needs, innovative approaches (modules, pedagogies), governance as well as resource framework for upscaling and mainstreaming ESD and SD initiatives.

Category 5 

Assessment - Measuring impacts of collaborative ESD projects and assessment of collective learning processes

This category of RCE practice reports on assessment of collaborative projects. It will consider the use of innovative evaluation methodologies in determining the quality of collective learning processes taking place in an RCE or network (project, etc.) in which an RCE is involved.   

Emphasis will be on how lessons from assessment processes are used to improve planning for new collaborative projects. Special emphasis will be placed on the use of locally derive, relevant and agreed SD indicators for assessment of ESD learning outcomes.  It would be required to demonstrate assumptions behind methodologies of the assessment/s and its outcomes. 

Category 6

 Networking - Developing innovative networked governance strategies for multi-stakeholder learning and policy-making

This category of RCE practice focuses on the emergence of reflexive, open-ended, communicative and interactive forms of steering and coordination in RCEs to achieve multi-stakeholder learning and policy-making.  

Aspects of governance that demonstrate how views from different stakeholders have been incorporated into projects of running of an RCE should be illuminated. The presentation would need to identify the different governance strategies that the RCE has used to enhance decentralized and collective decision making. It would also need to specify how the governance structure has made it easy to draw upon distinct capacities, expertise and resources within the RCE network for multi-stakeholder learning and policy development.  The submissions are also expected to demonstrate how the governance challenges have been addressed and changed into constructive and collaborative relationships.

General instructions for Assessment

· The goal of the award is to select good practices of ESD within RCE community, celebrate it and upscale them.

· The assessment should not be based on comparison of RCE nominations. Each RCE or their initiatives will have to be judged based on own merits

· Nomination along with the supporting audio visual or other materials will have to assessed in totality

· The assessment is not for the nomination or the quality of it but for the implemented initiative at RCE level.
· The criteria need not be used for scoring but for maping characteristics of the particular case. The Matrix (below) is suggested as a support instrument for such assessment. The reviewers are encouraged to provide suggestions on the possible modification/development of the Matrix (or any other method) for systematic assessment of the cases.
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	ESD Principles (complexity, long-term thinking, value-orientation, multi-and transdisciplinarity)

	Educational processes
	**
	*
	***
	
	
	

	Building institutions
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Policy links
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bridging local – global
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Capacity development
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Upscaling
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