Report of the european meeting at the Global RCE conference in Tongyeong
Present:

Andrey Dakhin, RCE Nizhny Novgorod, Russia

Niels Larsen, RCE Denmark

Detlev Lindau-Bank, RCE Oldenburger Münsterland

Marlene Mader, RCE Graz-Styra, Austria

Mari Nuutinen, RCE Espoo, Finland

Carol Rabbette, RCE Severn, UK

Thomas Schwab, RCE BenE Munich

Simon Rolls, RCE Denmark

Zinaida Fadeeva, UNU-IAS

Clemens Mader, Leuphana-University, Lüneburg, Germany 

Jos Rikers, Open University Heerlen, Netherlands

The following was generally agreed:

· In order to introduce the RCE movement in europe to the public the RCEs get into contact with important european conferences. A list of these european conferences will provided on the network website. 

· The next meeting of european RCEs will be held in 2013 back to back to other european wide conferences 

· The Tongyeong declaration will be sent to all european RCEs for comments and additions.

· Together with the UNU the european RCE will look for new horizons to strengthen the cooperation among the RCEs and to develop a better support structure.

· All present aggreed to appoint Detlev Lindau-Bank as a coordinator of the european RCE. This has to be confirmed by the other european RCE.

· The RCE Network-Portal ist the official communication channel. All RCE will be invited to join the european platform on this website.
Summary of the discussions

1. European RCE-meeting 
It was unclear where and when the european RCE-meeting should take place in 2012. 

The meeting in Crete was not planned as a european meeting. According to the agreement of the 6th Global RCE Conference all european RCE which are interested in a stronger collaboration met in Crete. The focus was on the cooperation with EU-bodies to strengthen the lobby work and the ability to realise join projects.

All present perceive an overload of conferences and meetings and agreed to skip a further european meeting in 2012 although everybody prized the european meeting as an important exchange opportunity.

On these grounds all present agreed to held different european RCE-meetings back to back to conferences which are already planned in 2013. So all RCE could managed to get in contact to other european RCE and could afford the participation.

The european meeting in 2013 should focus on the coordination needs, future activities and the finishing of the positioning of the new founded European RCE Alliance (ERA).

The european meeting could be aligned to the following conferences (erweiterte Übersicht):
· GUNI, Global University Network for Innovation in Barcelona, 16th-18th May 2013

· BBCC, Baltic Sea and Black Sea Circle Consortium in St. Petersburg, 4th-7th June 2013

· Ensi, Environment and School Initiatives, RCE Rhine Meuse 13th -15th May 2013 

· International Research Workshop on regional learning and sustainable development at the Leuphana University, Lüneburg 16th -17th May 2013 

Other conferences: 

· UNESCO Chair Conference, Paris 4th - 5th October 2012 (Vassilios Makrakis, Clemens Mader, Jos Rikers)

· American RCE-meeting in April or May 2013.

· Global RCE-Conference November 2013 in Nairobi

· Global RCE-Conference 2014 in Okoyama close to the UNESCO conference about the end of the decade in Tokio
2. RCE Alliance
European RCE´s founded the European RCE Alliance (ERA) in 2012. The development of ERA based on a process which go along with the last european meetings. According to the challenge to make RCE more visible and to strengthen the relationships to the EU-bodie which can foster RCE-projects most of the RCE agree to built up a structure in order to coordinate joint ventures and to be a reliable counterpart for other organizations.
ERA is working on a positioning paper which emphasize the importance of an Alliance of european regions for ESD. All presents agree that ERA is an Alliance which is open for all european RCE but not representing all european RCE. The focus of ERA is on joint projects and activities. 
Although there is a need for structuring and coordinating the collaboration among european RCE the members of ERA renounce an office or an executive board to avoid bureaucracy. RCE Rhine-Meuse launched the ERA web-site and provides support. All members are held to speak for ERA. There is no hierarchy. So far the commitments of ERA.

In order to make the positioning process of ERA more transparent and to get all european RCE and the UNU-IAS involved all present wish to read and comment the positioning paper of ERA. 

Therefore both the positioning paper ERA and the Tongyeong declaration will be sent to all european RCE. All paper will be provided on the european RCE platform.

3. Dormant RCEs:
In case of dormant RCE Zinaida will take the initiative on behalf of the UNU-IAS. She will inform all RCe which steps are reasonable to develop a support structure fort the dormant RCE on one hand and to take the dormant RCEs up on there promise. All present agree that this challenge is more a matter collaboration than a matter of assessment or controlling. Activities like peer-visits, peer-engagements or joint ventures have priority in the sense neighbourly responsibility.

4. Coordinator for european RCEs
Jos Hermanns will bow out of the coordination of the european RCEs. All presents agree that Detlev Lindau-Bank, RCE Oldenburger Münsterland should bet her future contact person in close cooperation with UNU-IAS. This task focuses primarily on communication and is not an official representation of european RCEs.

In future it is to discuss which coordination is needed and towards what effect.

5. Communication
There are three communication channels. 

1. The UNU-IAS page as a non-interactive communication-portal. 

2. The Reporting Portal run by RCE Graz and UNU, which is less used by european RCEs will be integrated into the RCE-network-portal.
3. The RCE-network-Portal, especially the European-platform on this site we built up around the Global Conference in Kerkrade.

The RCE Network-Portal is the official communication channel. All RCE will be invited again to join the european platform on this website (Please remind everybody to activate the email-function in order to get informations about the activities in several blogs immediately). 

Report

Thomas Schwab, RCE Munich

Detlev Lindau-Bank, RCE Oldenburger Münsterland
