
An ESD Project for Primary and Secondary Students in Zhejiang, China



Hangzhou



Content

Primary and secondary 
school students

Age range 6-17

Target Audience: 

1. Launch of the Pre-charity

2. Curriculum design and practise

3. Achievement and future expectation 

To Provide:
• interesting hands-on curriculum
• collaborative partnerships
• an overall upgrade to students’ education



① Launch of the Pre-charity



Social & Political 
Background

• July 2021, China’s State Council issued "Opinions on Further Reducing
the Burden of Homework and Extracurricular Education Programs for
Students" (the "Double Reduction“ policy for short). As extracurricular
training centers are in the process of being shut down and converted to other
uses, schools and parents are paying close attention to what opportunities will
be available for the 100+ million students around the country to make use of
this “open window” of free time

• For a long time, Chinese youth have lacked opportunities to participate in
community service work. They struggle with mental health and social
literacy - in these two areas, Chinese youth are among the lowest in the world.



Mission

Establish a multidisciplinary ESD 
curriculum system

Unite various stakeholders to work together 
to make the world a better place 

Promote easily-replicable youth ESD 
programs for widespread implementation

Curriculum development

Promotion

Creating a 
new generation of global citizens 
who are up to 
the challenge of sustainable development 

G1

G2 Resource sharing

G3

Started from 
winter 2021



SDGs 1（Overview）+17（Specific goals）

Curriculum
Schools & 
Teachers

Students

Based upon“For the Kids”(platform for recording community service participation hours; operated on DingTalk)

Guiding committee of experts 

Homes & 
Communities

Operational 
Framework



② Curriculum design and hand-on learning



Curriculum 
Logic

Looking at the 

world

• Get an idea 
of what the 
SDGs are 
through a 
meaningful 
and 
interesting 
experience

Learning about 

the SDGs

• Intro to the 
SDGs: learn 
about the 
individual 
goals 
through an 
associative 
thinking

Examples from 

my own life

• Connect 
something 
that 
happened in 
your own 
life with a 
specific SDG, 
and discuss

I can be a leader

• Learn the 
specific details 
of the goals 
and the UN’s 
corresponding 
strategies, and 
come up with 
solutions 

Taking action

• Participate 
in 
community 
service and 
accumulate 
service 
hours

Preparation Service

Knowledge Actions



SDG intro

• What is 
SDG 1? 
Why 
should we 
care about 
poverty in 
the world?

Related topic

• The 3 largest 
slums in the 
world

• The ratio of 
the world 
population 
who is 
impoverished 
vs wealthy is 
a pyramid 
shape

Relevance to my 

life

• Who are 
low-
income 
group in 
our 
community?
What kind 
of life they 
have?

I can be a leader

• Create a 
new 
“engine” 
for the 
low-
income 
group. 

Community service activity Time（h）

On your birthday, give people the 
option to give you a “gift” of a 

donation to a charity organization of 
your choice

2

Every month, give a donation to a 
beggar on the street

1

Volunteer at a community service 
event for a community in a less-

privileged county
3

Read “The Fortune at the Bottom 
of the Pyramid” and write a page of 

notes
1

Look up China'’s poverty line 
standard and spend an entire day 
spending just the average daily 
wage of someone living at the 

poverty line

4

Example



Example

SDG intro

• what is 
SDG 13, 
climate 
action. 
They think 
about why 
we need to 
mitigate 
and adapt 
to climate 
change

Related topic

• ponder the 
relationship 
between the 
locust plague 
disaster in 
east Africa 
and middle 
east and the 
big forest fire 
in Australia in 
2020

Relevance to my 
life

• connect these 
to other 
disasters such 
as typhoons, 
droughts, 
floods, and 
floods

I can be a leader

• how to create 
a low-carbon 
community 
and take 
correspondin
g action

Community service activity
Time
（h）

Plant a tree 3

Get your parents to not drive 
their car for 24 hours

1

Create compost with kitchen 
waste

3

Bring a reusable shopping 
bag to the store

0.5

Make a global warming 
themed drawing and hang it 
on your community bulletin 

board 

4

Make a 1-minute long 
climate change advocacy 

video
1



Traditional education
Transmission of knowledge

Doesn't cultivate students' skills, 
motivation, or emotional intelligence

Theory-based learning, followed by 
problem-solving

Integrating charity work

Organized for schools and 
families

1 SDG corresponds with hands-on 
community service learning 

experiences that build skills and 
emotional intelligence

Unique features

A student-centered teaching & 
learning strategy that combines 

community service with 
classroom teaching, allowing 

students to apply knowledge to
service scenarios and gain 

valuable life experience. This 
provides them with further 

strategies and motivations to 
learn, while also giving them a 
sense of social responsibility

Service Learning



③ Achievement and future expectation



Real example

Wang Liyang：Gender Equality

investigated public restrooms in his local community

Found flaws in 
the design of 

public 
restrooms

Girls need longer time, but the 
number of stalls in the women’s 
restroom is not more than the 
amount of stalls in the men’s 

restroom, which easily leads to 
queues.

statistical table of the numbers of stalls for each gender



Real example

Baizhang Primary School: "SDG10 Reducing Inequality" class

students had to wear blindfolds 
to perceive different objects. 

barrier-free movie commentary activity



Integrating education 
with community service 

An example of integrating education 
with community service: “say no to 
ocean pollution”

Community service activity Time（h）

Come up with a solution to 
plastic pollution

0.5

Collect plastic bottles for 
recycling

1

Make a promotional poster, mini 
research report, educational 

cartoon, or reusable shopping 
bag

1.5

Record a vlog about a story 
related to water pollution

1.5

Make an animated video 2

Share your creation 0.5

Record 
hours on 
DingTalk
Post to 
channel

Student 
selects 
a task

Teacher 
or parent 
uploads 
photo of 
complete

d task

Integratio
n method



Real example

Nanpu Primary School ——《Improving Every Corner》“Pre-Charity”ESD program



Achievement

Completed 25 lessons covering all 17 Sustainable Development Goals.

Launched DingTalk "Preparatory Benefit" platform with Alibaba to track 
public welfare hours.

Vision: Sustainable, scalable, global impact. Small actions, big change.

Goal: Unity—small efforts for significant outcomes.

Excited for collaborations with Asia Pacific RCEs for student-friendly 
sustainable development initiatives.


