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Preamble
We, the Chinese Regional Centers of Expertise on Education for Sustainable
Development (hence after Chinese RCEs), gathered at the 12th Asia-Pacific
Regional Meeting, acknowledge:
o that the Global Action Plan (GAP) on Education for Sustainable
Development (ESD) is going to end in 2019.
e that a follow up program “Towards Achieving the SDGs (ESD for 2030)”
has been initialized by the Executive Board of UNESCO (206 EX/6.1I) .

We also reaffirm that ESD is “a key enabler of all the other Sustainable
Development Goals”, like stated in the Aichi-Nagoya Declaration (2014) and
reconfirmed by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA 72 /2017).

ESD for 2030
The UNESCO Executive Board identified three key notions for the next ESD

decade. These are:

o Transformative action: ESD has to pay more attention to each learners
individual transformation processes and how they happen.

o Structural changes: There is a need for ESD to pay more attention to the
deep structural causes of unsustainable development, in particular the
relationship between economic growth and sustainable development.

o Technological future: Technological advances may provide solutions to
some of the “old” sustainability problems, but some ESD efforts to change
people’s behavior may no longer be relevant. ESD and its emphasis in

critical thinking is therefore becoming ever more important.



Challenges in for implementing “ESD for 2030”
e The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and ESD remain widely

unknown in the education sector. ESD has not been commonly implemented
in schools.

¢ In the last decades, China has developed with a rapid pace. Nevertheless,
many areas remain underdeveloped. Hence, there cannot be a “single
solution” on how to implement ESD.

e China’s rapid economical and technological development have had a
profound impact on the people’s lives. Nevertheless, the education system

has not fully adapted to the new requirements of the labor market.

Suggested action fields for a successful implementation of “ESD for
2030 in China

We believe that the following measures need to be enhanced in order to contribute
to the next ESD decade:

1. Awareness building: All citizens should understand the surrounding world
better. A deeper understanding of the interlinkage between social, economic and
environmental aspects is needed. We will put an emphasis on actions that promote
the understanding of this complex equation.

2. Improving Quality in Education (§DG 4): China is a multifaceted country with
many local traditions. ESD should be locally based and promote equitable living
conditions. We will promote a dialogue between the policy makers and local
communities in order to enhance participation and to find approaches that combine

“sustainable development” with economic growth.



3. ESD should be relevant for the labor market: According to international
studies (e.g. Future of Jobs Report, 2018), the future labor market requires more
general competencies like analytical thinking and creativity, than specific skills
which can be replaced by artificial intelligence or robots. Moreover, through ESD
these demanded competencies can be taught to all learners. In this equation we will

build bridges between working life, education providers and policy makers.
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