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Learning for Sustainability Scotland
Scotland’s  UN University - recognised Regional Centre of Expertise in Education for Sustainable 
Development

RCE Scotland (Learning for Sustainability Scotland) is an open network where members and 
partners come together to undertake collaborative projects, research and advocacy that 
push forward Learning for Sustainability practice and policy in Scotland. 



A vision for the planet A vision for Scotland



Hearts, Hands and Heads
‘Learning for sustainability (LfS) is an approach 
to life and learning which enables learners, 
educators, schools and their wider communities 
to build a socially-just, sustainable and 
equitable society.’ Scottish Government 2023



A vision for learning

Since 2013 ‘Learning for Sustainability’ has taken a strategic national approach:

• An entitlement for all learners
• A whole-setting approach and the responsibility of all practitioners
• Embedded in whole-school self-evaluation.
• Central to the national Professional Standards for all teachers.
• Woven throughout the Scottish curriculum.
• Includes school buildings, grounds and policies  

Culture – campus – curriculum - community

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/Documents/LearningforSustainability-Vision2030ActionPlan.pdf
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/Documents/res1-vision-2030.pdf
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/self-evaluation/whole-school-and-community-approach-to-learning-for-sustainability-lfs-self-evaluation-and-improvement-framework/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/self-evaluation/HGIOS4
http://www.gtcs.org.uk/professional-standards/learning-for-sustainability.aspx
https://education.gov.scot/scottish-education-system/policy-for-scottish-education/policy-drivers/cfe-(building-from-the-statement-appendix-incl-btc1-5)/What%20is%20Curriculum%20for%20Excellence


A ‘step change’ ambition: 

‘To build an inspiring movement 
for change so every 3-18 place 
of education becomes a 
Sustainable Learning Setting by 
2030’. 

Target 2030 ‘Call to Action’ 2023-30



Supporting the Professional Standards for teachers

‘Making a professional commitment to learning 
and learners that is compatible with the 
aspiration of achieving a sustainable and 
equitable world embodies what it means to 
become, be and grow as a teacher in Scotland’.

General Teaching Council for Scotland 2021



An example: ‘Making Connections through Learning for Sustainability’ 
programme Key Principles (National Professional Learning Model)

Collaboration – active, interactive and 
involving learning with and from others
Enquiry – ‘teachers as enquiring professionals’, 
skills of reflection, enquiry, asking critical 
questions, making changes and exploring 
impact
Deepening of knowledge and understanding –
challenging and developing thinking about 
assumptions and beliefs as well as learning and 
teaching approaches

https://professionallearning.education.gov.scot/explore/the-national-model-of-professional-learning


‘Making Connections through Learning for Sustainability’-
Approaches:

Ø Creating a sense of community online
Ø Developing an ethos of knowledge sharing and 

collaboration
Ø Deepening Engagement
Ø Action Research



Action Research

Plan

ActAnalyse

Reflect



The picture 
can’t be 
displayed.

Focus of Enquiry
What do you want to change? 
Why?

What will you do?

Outcomes and Impact
Examples of impact on learners, 
self and colleagues-

Learning for others

Professional learning into practice



Capacity Building – engaging a global community

Hosted on Coursera:
Learning for a Sustainable Future 
starting 23 October 2023

Learning Live at COP28 
starting 30 November 2023

https://www.coursera.org/learn/learning-for-a-sustainable-future
https://www.coursera.org/learn/learning-live-at-cop

